which T obtained. I would also like

Xhich has orly one rassage way, with

everyoody *oes the oa1d front entrance to pass in and out.

CHATR * 1 P?lease Yr. Gherherd, T would think yau rather not say ﬂny~
Z:l g Eenfe e
+tiing of—~the present premises, tf-so Jou should hawve mertioned boub

thes since Mordaj,and tis questior would have bean fiven full consider-
ation, butv as it stands now, please do rot mention any thing about the

e
locality, because tris cuestion was already settlied.
\/\/*u/k W‘Q).{) Q« vy MJ \-41{’,\{ 5.4

—_— S 7

{ WR SHEPHERD: M. SlP&h I think that the Town Hall which is.closed ard ul\ti;,

Q i e e v oot Wf{:“‘“a oy Qo e TR
o Ltz ueh_more conxenlenx would. bobetter Ro¥r the-intreicss,

CHAIRMAM: This building has been given to us by His Bxcellency The

This i3 a release from the FPremier's

1 is publlc atior apd we will Hale the recessary
0{0& Wk Anceisy

¥R, SH?P;EAL. s you wid} Sir.

CHATRVAN: Mz, Shepkerd we are rot in' Q roszsession of the statement made
by Major Langham and I understand that ke is the witness +hat is supposed

to be here today

JUAN
MR, SH3PHRD: We—are not in & rossessior of tbe tatEYent but they *74ﬂ7
c~¥uv’) ; y
GQ have instructed me only an hour ago and I have besen informed that it
\2.}‘9»}-”"' W n"“a

wa3s-in the post and it shovld have been delivered repoorpalv this mofning.
I am sorry it has been delayed.
; . ‘[;Lg,/"
CHATRMAM: Tt has been advertised in the rewspapers,, The statementdi®~c
to be submitted, and up to. now we canrot get/éhéSétatement. The army
has complied; we know that it has been made available, and yet they
will keep it., We have no statement even from the police, and volunteer
P}1~CZT

force. We wold like to once again s&v that our proeedure is very c]ear,

and that all statements should be submitted to the counsel, and the
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counsel, would then call the witness, after which the witness would be
examined by interested parties, and be re-examined by.the commission,

MR. SHEPHIRD: I haven't even a copy, which I could provide now. I am

sorry thiiyiiikaprened. It ripght be aprropriate for the cournsel to take
Cow Al

the Commisgioner first, and the officers second.

CHATRMAN: That is for the British army?

¥R, SHEPHERD: I am speaking of the volunteer force.

A'uﬂ :

CHAIRMAN: We are trying to facilitate Majior La ngham by baving .it heard

firsp seein§4tha% he is comirg all the way from lM-ckerzie, and we would
0 :

AN e S
have gore~a little, of-course, to have him here, but we have not got his

) ,(9,4«4
statement here up to cay. 4~¢l£’ '
& \,#v‘téfdv/
MR, SHEPHTRD: As counsel Sir, T have rot interfered with these statements.,

e
This has been eptirely in the hand of others, ard T have-not a cony which

I can show you at this moment. I could anly sugrest that I would pass on

Yobme Il
a message, to the nroper quarters and Major Langham's evidence would ¥all
':kA Al l&f&'""‘“h

dnto course to facilitate his return to Demba, where his services kave A~z

always been required fully. I'll see that a message is set to the
Loisnavae il 5 6?’)\'(_9\1 .
Compi-sSondr aégﬂghg statement will be here within an hour,

CHATRMAN: Ve mead our first wjtnesaéor today, and that is Mr, Toolsie
S Ay Al b follnm,
Persaud. Mr, Toolsie Persaud ds_Sworn.dn--by.the- -Chairman,

CHAIRMAN: . Where do ydu live?

WITF®SS: 15 Lemaha and New Garden Streets.

"CHATRMAN: And your occupation?

WITHESS: Company Director of Messrs, Toolsie Persaud Ltd,

CHAIRMAN: DNow, your ousiness includes dealing with Lumber?

WITN%SS: Yes Sir,

CHAIIMAN: You have a grant at Christiagburg?

WITN%SS: I have a timber depot at Christié;burg

CHATRMAN: You usually visit the depot at Christianburg?

WITN=SS: Yes Sir,

CHATRMAN: T™hen you visit fhre depot, where do you s tay?

WITHESS: We have a road extend® to Rock-Stone, ard I would normally
stay at Rock Stone; that is our central point where the logs would so

though from the Forest to Christianburg,

CHATIMAN: That will be at the Essequibo river?
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WL TIRSS: Yes, 21 miles west of Ghristisrburg,

CHATRMAN: 'I want you to cest your mind back to the 23rd ¥ay or rownd about
21st to 22nd. Can you remember if you paid a visit around that time to
Christianburg? What date was it?

WITEFS3S: It was a Saturda&; 23rd qu.

TRMAN: - ¥You wert t0 your timber depot? At what time did you rzach there?
WITNESS: T was there most of the afternodn, from midday urtil evening,
CHATEMAY: You returned or where were you?

WITNZSS: I was there; mostly to supervise the discharge of a very

expensive machine,

CHATRMAN: Now after you finished supervising it did yov go to tie Wismar area,
WITNESS: Yes. It was about 9 o'clock after completior wher my superintendent
and 5 other workmen wanted some meals and a place ye overnight in order

for some of them to join the ferry rext worning fﬁ%fGeorretown. T want to
make arrargerert for them,

CHAIRMAN : Where did you go?

WITH%SS: I do rot know theplace, but I was-told that it was owned by a

CHATIMAN: You went to a hotel?

TITNESS: Yes, 7T was informed that this genileran carries on an hotel,
and a restirant.

CHAIRMAN: When did you fet there?

-WITNTSS: We got- there around 9 o'clock. One of our ~enrn and an Indian chap
got burnt with acid on the road, just in front of tris resturant,
CHATIRMAN: And he went i?&ith you all to Mr, Lm,

WITN®ESS: Yes, while he was outside he ng‘hurnt.

CHATRMAN: After you went inside what happened?

WITNESS: We sew a lot of people in trere. Theyewere about S or 6 chaps
inside.,

CHATRMAN: Were they hostile?

WITEESS: The chap who <ot burnt, we arranged for his transnortation to the
hospital, and immediately after that some 15 or 20 chaps came in the res-
turant using threatening larguages to myself and the other worlrer,

What happened?
gt

WITFESS: The crowd started to incresse, and ina bert whils. thev started
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to stone the place.

CHATRMAN: What was their temperament?

WITNASS: They were hostile. While I was in trere s ome of the chaps

AT
took out knives and toy guns and s tarted to attack. I d&dn?! know what

E A

Hg;;ggﬁ;o my mer, bub I escaped through the back and fournd s helter some-
where else.

CHAIR¥AN: TWhere?

WITNESS: Christianburg,

CHATRMAN: ‘Did you suffer any injuries?

WITNESS: Mo,

CHATRNMAN: What was the atmosphere like wher you went up?

WITKESS: I noticed no tension but my foreman had told m¢ there was going
to be trouble.,

CHATI®AN: Did you tell any one?

WITF=SS: I didn't tell any one what had happened, WMy foreman had said
things would be haprering.

CHATIRMAM: When he said things would be happening did you feel it was any
particular group of peorle?

WITNESS: Yes but mysslf and my men thought it w uldn't be safe to stay
there.

CHAIRMAM: Did you feel it 'was becoming dangerous for Irdians?

WITNRESS: Yes.

CHATIRYAN: Did-yéu make any complaints?

“WITHESS: No,

CHATRMAM: "Why? You had to come back throuwgh the alleyv way ard bui ldings
were burning, and yet you made no complaint to the Police?

WITHNRESS: I got down in the morning about midday, but discovered the
situation to te normal, %

CHAIRMAN: Did you think it rest as manager of a very big firm,,not *o
complain to the police at all?

WITN®SS: MNo.

CHATRMAM: Did you suffer any losses on your property during that period?
WIENESS: At Christianburg. It was arovnd 25th July, on a Saturday
[

eveing. One Mr, Barton told =e % 2t our installation tank had lost

2,000 gallonsﬁduty free gasoline and my watch-house was burnt.



WITN=SS: About #1,000:

My, P.N, SINGH: Did youw say your forgran gave yow biis inlGumetion?

WITHESSy Yes.

P.N, SINGH: What is the mams of yovs Fevomen?
f'-—-———-._._.__._,.__

P,N, SINGH: Of what extraction is be?

WITNESS: African.

P,M. SINCH: When you arrive at Wismar did you notice anything?
WITIIESS: Nothing at all,

P.¥, SIMGH: Was there any tension in the area? Did you at any time

feel any tension?

P.N, SINCH: You.say vou left or Sunday .

WITN®SS: Yes, Surday morring,

P.N. STMCH: How 4id wou get Aown?

WITN=SS: By launch.

P,N, SIN?H: What time did vou leave Wis =r?

WITNTSS: Seven 0'clock,

P,N, SINGH: At the timz wben vou lsft Wismar 4id vou notice arvithing?
Ilaces burning%ﬁ

WITI'ESS: Ves.

P.H, SINGH: .- hbout hew wany?

0]
Ey
[
el

Y
.

WITN7TSS: On Friday there was :
P.N, SINGH: “here?
MITNSSS: I couldn't tell exactly where; that was Friday 22rd.

P.¥. SINGCH: Did vou notice any other fire?

N

WITNZSS; No,. -

P.M. SINGH: Did you make any imwry then?

WITN=SS: No, .

P,N., SINGH: Did youitnformation reveal the source of the fire?
WITN7SS: Well it was clear, T was told that people's rlaces were
being burnrt.,

P,N,.SIFGH: You werc told that people's places were heing burnt

while you were at tre resturant. VYou also said that tere were five
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other workers besides the superirtendent. How -any wore Irdians?
*I?N:_S Row nmany were Irdians? Thera were three Indiars.
“;EL,_U H s §MO were thar?

WITNT?S: They werc Crane opsrators.
P,N., SINGH: You seid thot they took out knives, what kird of khives
WITNTSS: T can't say but thev were 8 to 10 irches lorg,

Besides yourself, what other people were there? ™ere

there anv other Indians?

P.M. SJiGH: You said that these men appeared as if they were going

Mo, but I think I could rewambor ths leader,

- —

P,N.. SIIGH: Do you thirk you would be able to recognise him?
WITNESS: Yes, because he did a great-deal of télkin{.

P.N. ST"GH: Wrat was he talkirg about?

TITNESS: He said that ke would finish every Irdian he saw. Ferhaps

he had been drinking.

PN, SINGH: What impréssion you got when you heard the words used
by this men?

WITN?§?: I cannot say exactly; 1 fipuredthat he had been referring
to the Jdisturbances in the country,

PN, SIIiCH: You said thet you were in ne way assaulted,

WITNZ3S: No! T was noty but ore of my employees was burnt.

P, 'y SIHCH: At that time while ab the resturant, 4id you have a werd

with Mr. Butters. L N

P, M, STNGH: What was his employment?

WITNISS: He was one of my Meehanical Superinterdents.,

P, STV GH: Now was Tr. Butters assaulted?

i¥a

e e

JITEIES: T chnnot ek t i, ray o W
y

P.N. SINGH: Did he hot weport to you?

L

WITNTES,; Well he told we the next dmv that he bad a bit of a scuffle

L

=il Ehae men o
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P.N., STNGH: Did he say why?

WITNE3S: No he gave no reason.

PN, sINGﬁ: Did you ever hear him sasp that it was in the interest of
your protection that he was assaulted.

WITNEBS: MNo T have ncver ﬁma;d him said 1%,

Dit. DRAYTOMN: When did you leave Georrsetown for Christianbuvrg?

WITNE3S: I left or Friday wmorning by planc.

DR, DRAYTON: You spent all day at Christiarburg?

WITETSS:  Yes.

DR, DRAYTOXW: Did you hear of tle disturbances in the arca or Friday night?

WITNESS: No,

OSRLIELNE 50 E -

DR, DRAYTON: What is the name of the labourer burnt with acid?
WITNESS: Deodat Narine,

DR}, DRAYTON: You mentioned that while in the resturant you saw wmen
with knives, and in reply to Mr. Singh's question, you sald they were
eight to ten inches in length: Did they have guns?

WITNESS: Yes, but I think they were toy guns.

DR. DZAYTON: Why?

WITNTSS: Tf thev were real guns I think they might have made use of
them,

DR, DRAYTON: Nog necesaarily. Do you form theimpression that they were
”4§§;i;£ppters?

WITNESS: I can't sav.

DR, DRAYTON: Do you know a revolver?

WITNESS: Yes, I have seen one.

DR, DRAYTON: Do you own a gun? //

WITNISS: No.

DR, DRAYTON: Do you think you could tell the difference between & toy
gun and a real pistol?

WITHESS: Bol There is very 1little difference.

DR, DRAYTCN: So you really cannot say if thev were toy guns,
WITNESS: I had theimpression that if they were rcal guns they misght

have used them,
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Dit, DRAYTON: There is one qucstion thet interests wme. You say that
when you rcpchm¥(kﬁnjmtown you told no one of what yop had seen at
Wismar. On reflection on the date and time would you sav that you acted
responsisly as a memcer of the community? Would vou s=y trat this waa
responsible action? You might have saved the cormunity,

WITHESS: I will say this, that on Sunday Mr. Carl Austin telephored my
home to say that I was missihg. I had a long chat wi th him and T teold
him what had taken place in the area,

DR. DRAYTON: What time on Bunday was this?

WITNSSS: It was about 2.00 p.m;' I told him what took place there and
that I trawelled by launchto Georgetown. I had in fact, told him what
took place ard my brief experience tlere, and that was all, T did not
teport it officially to the police statior.

DR, DRAYTON: Ybulkold Carl Austin about the situation wn there and vour
experience? Did you tell anybody else? Did you discusa it with anybody
elisgy?

WITNTSS No.

DR. DRAYTON: This last point. This dvty free gasoline what was it weed
for?

WITNESS: For the trucks in the forest. It is gl so used for spest-boats.
DR, DRAVFON: How far was it stored?

WITNES3: Tt is immediately along the river bark at Christianbure,

DR. DRAYTON: . Thank vou

MR, SH=EPHTRD: Now this question arises

CHATFAN: Mr. Shepherd if you would just a2llow the members to finish.,

MR, SHYPHEZD: I am verv sorry,

MRS, MOOTOO: You said you didn't recognise any of the people who attacked
you at the resflrant. Did any other members of the party recognise

a nfbody?
WITNZSS: No,
Dit. DitAYTOMN: How long did your foreman work in this area?

WITNESS: About, 20 years, But he himself did not recognise anybody.
There was ore person whom I can recogrise if T see him. I was told

afterwards that bis name was Banga Mary.

/... Dri Drayton
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DR—ERAYTFAN : By-une~of~yom—farty?
Al ¢vovq51.
WITNESS: Yes! < would say he was the leader Nh-—the—shops

MES. MOCy08: That made vcu think he was the leader?

A ol
O~ i : Ly
WITNZJS: He did all the velking, Wexl I consider s ck 4. cebv

M2S. MOOTOQ: How was he armed?

WITNESS: I didnit sec in all that confusion. T didn't take any notice.

MRS, MOOTCO: DI yiu recognise the rerson who threw acid on your workman,

WITNES3: -No,

MRS, MCO0TCO: The incidert of the acid was'reported to the policey . yon.

TWARF—s e

Ao Z oW o —Hhe—TO L CE0TIicar ITs%— ‘ 0y A ¥
WNig MNMeAne Ipa o o~ ‘ZQhuVV/ 114 he— =« of e ¥9 0U§t1*4~

WITNZESS: I can't remember his narme at all.

MRS, MOCTOO: Thank you very much,

MR, SHEPHE:RD: lid Garl ALustin ring you up?

WITHE3S: He rang my home and I spoke to him,

MR, SHEPHEID: Did "¢ seem concerned about your safety?

WITNESS: He rang and told me he got o revort from Wismar that I was in the
place where this trouble started, and that T wss rcported missing, and I spoke

to him of the incidernv. I told him I wasfhere and told him of the incident
| He v an? - [ "y
and hc ssemed releaved. fHe was trying to get my brother ] s
(}W“‘D VV\AS(.;\_"-
SHEPH D : He was A anxious -to inform your family., He had heard of what

£

“aturday might, The Police did make a report to him?

took place on

WITNESS: Well I dor't know if » report was made.

Mii. SHEPHERD: « You never raported the indicont officislly?

WITNESS: No. e

MR. SHEZPHT'D: No further guesticrs, thank vou,

Pers'Mst\ -
MR . BHAPHEARD: I think sir, shortly after I spoke to you about thg statements
‘/Z H 'Lf*“fQ R, Q.M UO'-OWLU‘()- s U-Q/v' WL (Xﬂﬁ,«'\r&d LZ e CQQJL_
ii Laeéée&&vefeé—by—%he«veiuntecrsoé&z-, gQﬁn O,Q-QCL bJ{~u .{vu&*ﬂuyy
L

S TR ijo/{t»a o /J-o«Ucﬂ

I have received it,

o — = = e

The next witness George Woolford was sworn, giﬂjhh>

CHAIRMAN: What is your name?

G, WOOLFORD: My name is George Woolford,
CHATRMAN:  Where do you live?
WITNESS: I live at lot 37 Buxton Village, Bast Goast Demerara,

CHAIRMAN: Speak up loudly, every bodv.would Tike tn hear wan  What wnwls
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do you do?

ML TNESS: i am working with the People's Progressive Pérty.
CHATRMAN: You work with thwe Peonle's. Brosressive Party?
WITHNESS: Yes Sir, I do.

CHATRMAN: Previously you livedat Wismar?

WITNISS: At Wismar.

CHATR¥AY: Say yes Sir or No. Sir. What work were you doing there?

WITNESS: I was Kiln Operator at Demba.

CHAIRMLN: For how long?

WITN®SS: For 23 vears.

CHATRMAN: Why did vou leave Wismar?

WITNESS: Because my living quarters were burnt down.

CHATRMAN: Oh, your living quarters were burnt downe Was it on the
27th May, 196L.

WITNESS: Yes,

CHATRMAN: TYou are a member of the People'ls Progressive Party?
WITNZISS: Yes.

WITNZTSS: You contested a seat at the Upper Demerara River?

WITNESS: Yes Sir.

CHATRMAN: ™hat do you know hanpened before the 27th May, this year?
WITNESS: Yéé, before the 25th May, 2 weeks before, there were r umours
of the P,Y.,0. comirg up teo Wismar to poison the water,

MR, SHYPHERD: : What was that?

CHATRMAN: To poison the wéter.

WITNZSS: Several perscns met me on the road and teld me that they were
rumours that the P,Y.C. were golhg to poison the water,

CHAIDMAN: What you told them?

WITNESS: T said I did not have any knowledge of ﬁﬁimwaﬂ

MR, —SHEPHERD +—Oh{-Cr]
CEATRMAN: What thizﬂg_.
WITNTSS: T toék é tucket and went to draw some water, bu% my neighbours
told me not to draw the water, becausc it has heen pdsoned.

CHAIRMAN : What you did?

WITNISS: T dréy the water and later went to the Police Statior and told
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Mr. Batterfield what hanpened, but he told me that was not true.
CHATRMAN: Yes?

WITN=SS: On Saturday night !

CHAIRMAN: This was on Saturday night?

WITNESS: Yes! On Sunday mornirg about 5 o'clock I heard a loud
explosion,

CHATRMAN: Can yovu remember where?

WITNISS: Yes. It was at Third Allicy.

CHATINMAN:  When?

WITNESS: This was or the 2l.th May, 156L.

WITNESS: When I beard the exnlosion, T went to a neighbeur ani we went

outside to watch the place whers we heard the explosion. One Hackett
N—

lived in thke bouse,

CHAIRAN: What haprened?

WITNESS: Mr, Hackett was not at rome; ~he'was at 2 houss, where a

child was dead, helping to make the coffin.

CHATRMAN: Was he your Iriend?

WITNYSS: Yes he was. 2 came later to me and asked me to give him

reals for the day and _ gave him meals and the night myself and Hackett

went to keep watéhiat Senator Ramjattan's house. We started to watch

from-about 6.30.p.m. until next morring,

CHATRMAN: What time in the morning?

WITNTSS: Until 5,30 in the morning, About 7 that Sunday night, while

we were watching, there was a big fire up D'Anjou hill, The house was

the house owned by a man who works at the alluminum plant, named

Ragnauth, Immediately after thu$3 we saw another fire up the hill,

it was a fellow who cleimed that he was in a latrine, when some bous

went and saturatadthe latrine with gasolgne and caught it afire. About

G o'clock trat same Sunday night there was a louwd explosian dowr south

Wismar, Some boys in the theatre, after hearing the explosion ran out

and then about L o'clock that Surday morning there was another loud

N -
explosion some where arcund Thalmapdited Hill, It was a shop owned by

a girl named Doris. That was the last of the incidentS¥ wich I know



CHAIRMAN: What time did you leave?

WITNESS: Y left about 6 o'clock for work, T worked until 3 o'eclock.
When T came out from the compound I met A mer and 2 women at the gate.
They told me, "Woolford we came to tell you that you must rot go over

to Wismar because they were burning aﬁd looting, and the fellows who

are doing the buning are stragngers, and they may not know you". I said
i am going, s one of the 2 women said "man you are too strong headed".
Eventually, I listened to them, and took their advice. I went ad I
stayed at Mackenzie at a sister of mine. The next morning which was
Tgesday I went to work, I pa ssed several crowds on the road, and they
sald to me, ‘"Woolford you must stand clear, you are going to see what
we are going to do with the Indians',

CATRMAN: This is the Tuesday morning?

WITNESS: Yes, I_came back Tuesday morring at 3 o'clock from work. I
drew my pay packet from the Royal Bank., I then met another crowd tbere:
They said "For your own safety keep at Mackenzie, do not go to Wismar”.(
While I was going to my sister's residernce on that day I saw a crowd of
women by the Mackenzie primary school, they said to me, "Woolford try
and save yourself',

CHATRMAN: You were warned to save yourself,/gs a result, what did vou
do? Did you leave Mackeénzie? You did not go to Georgetown?

WITNESS: Well not until the night.

CHAIRMAN: Nothing happened before you left by the boat for Georgetcwn ?
- WITNESS: No one threatened me, and no one beat me,

CHATRMAN: Then the night you left by the R,H. Carr for Georgetown? ,
WTNESS: Before I left Wednesday T took up one of the comecmale U
telephone Sand dialed 555, that was about ¢ o'clock,

CHATRMAN: What is that number for?

S2aoE Lehe i s

WITNESS: Th%};;ﬁ when you want to call the police for the area,
CHAIRMAN: When did you leave for Georgetown? The Tuesday or the Wednesday?
WITN%ESS: Wednesday. ,I phonred thepolice and fortunately, T was able to
speak to Mr, Hobbs, I said I needed some protection to go to Wismar to
get some of my belongings, from my house, He said to me that there is
no policeman now, and I cailcall back later. That was about themorring

I made another call abouu 11,15 that same day. He said that there is no

police. I left and went to Demba office to draw my leave and pay moneye
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Mr. Hobbs then came over to me and said "I was just coming to look for

you to tell vou that we can offer you mo protection", When I went v

draw my leave and pay money, I saw the manager of Demba, and

% el o) ) ke,

my position. He told me "not to tbake-my-time" zsthe

v ——pbeeA—F [

I then came away that night by the R.E. Carr about 6.30. k;-4 o W9
' s Cones

CHAIRMAN: You returned to Mackenzie any time? DVVT N

WITNESS: No,

CHATRMAN: You 4id not go back since then? You Aid not go back ir July,

WITNESS: No Sir.

CHATRMAN: You were not attacked and beaten in July?

WITNTSS: Yes Sir, thatwas in 1963,

CHATRMAN: You heard explosions on Surday; you saw fires during the
Sunday morning. Did you make any efforts to contact the pelice?

WITEZSS:  No.

CHAIRMAN: Why?
WITNESS: The fire was not on us,

CEATEMAN: In the meantime you were waiting for it to come con you?

You could have been the revresentative of the area,
WITNSSS: You see, Sir, if we had gone to contact the Police our
house might halve been burnt "own too.

MR. SHEPHERD: The P.Y.O. “is (the Peorle's Youth Orranisatiofi?

WITN%SS: It is an arm of the People's Progressiwve Party.

WITNESS: TIt-is.- Youth arm,

SHIPHERD: Is it & big organisation?

WITNESS: It.has a few people well,

SHEPHERD: There were rumours that the P,Y,0. had come to Wismar to
poison the water., Did you believe that rumour?

WITNESS:  No.

SHEPHERD: Did other people believe the rumour?

WITNESS: Yes.

SHEPHERD: What is the P,Y.0. chiefly made up of?

WITNSSS: A balance of Bast Indians and Africans.

SHSPHERD: They were many people who believed the rumour at Wismar,

WITNISS: Yes,

/Shepherd: But .....

..t.‘

Leson,
Teda



Cont 1d: sl &

SHEPH=RD: But I put it to you that many Africans believed the “ywour,
because the P,Y.0. hail taeen reported causirg Aisturbanccs. You ayree?
WITNTSS: You see, Sir, there are people in the area who are super-
sensitive; when thev want teo do sométhirg, they get the peorle wo rked
up.

SHEPHERD: How long had the P.Y,0. been a bogey?

WITNESS: I cap%% sgy how long,

SHETHIRD: When were you beaten?
WITNESS: QD\July 1663.

SHEPHERD: Are you a member of the P,P,P,
WITNESS: Yes, I am.

SHEPHERD: What work do you do?

WITNHESS: Canvassing,

SHEPHERD: How long have you been employedﬂ,\ e R e

WITNESS: Since I came down in May.
SHEPHERD: In May you were told not to return to Wismar. Did you remain
on the right bank of the river? Did you later go across to the left side?

WITNESS: If I had got tke Pelice protection.
o ks VS P o

SHEPHERD: Did you see strargers around Av-ia 3w AL
N'V\JL — O\AOL“V\.‘ \A’\WN-["“ H\J/_? :lr{%‘

WITNESSE There were a lot on-the road.

SHEPHERD: - You left for work at 6 a.m. Describe them., How were they
dreqsgz'i?‘ s ‘ B

_T,'-IITN,F;SS: Khaki pants and khaki shirt® , whilte shirt and black pants.
S_H_};’JPHERD: About how many groups?

ITAIITNESS: Three or four.

SHEPH#RD:  About how o0ld?

WITNESS: About 20 - 2§

SHEPHERD: Were they marching like soldiers?

WITNESS: No.

SHEPHERD: Did you reporw this to the Police?

WIT NESS: NO.SWJd g R
CART TR : You-:=i;=e taking time off from the Company? What do you mean

by"taking time"

WITNESS: To-give WP my—jobn Q Lo o danT2 d

P,.N. SINGH: You s2ii or the 21st you were %’
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Who used these words "stand clear and you will see what we will Jo with
the Indiars" Do you know their names?
WITNESS: Ygs, Daphne Gittens, Pearlie Cooper, Jean nnd the men Stanley
Hope amd Walcott.
P.N, SINGH: These people; where do they live?
WITNESS: They live at Wismar.
QA

P.N, SINGH: Do vou know a man name‘t”B:mga Mary" ?
WITNESS: Yes.
P.N, SINGH: Did you see him there?
WITNESS: Yes, he was up there.
P.N, STNGH: Where and when d4id you seeBanga Mary?
WITNES3: On the Thursday night before thte Aisturbances.
P,N, SINCH: That would bs the 21st May, 1964, Where 4Aid ycu see him?
WITNESS: I saw him at Lee §4 ng's shov.
P,N, SINGH: Where%
WITNESS: 4t Tee Ling's Shop at Wismar,
F.lN. SINGH: You were about to say t! =zt he' told you sometlhing. #hat did
he tell you?
WITNESS: He told me nothing then, but about 2 wezks befcora, he told me
that bad things involving the People's Progressive Party wrnld happen at
Wismar ,
P.N, STN(H: Where were you at that time?
WITNESS: I was. standirg in front of Tpng's shop at First Alley.
Pfo‘SINGH: I suppose you went on to ask hiw what were the bhal things
that would have hapovened at Wiswar,

St —t
WITNESS: No,,I 4id not believe him.beeauseF Hit-mot-beliews—him, it
that time things were verv quiet. The only cause of warry was the 1uek
of water.
P.N, SINGH: Did vou see him subsequently?
WITHESS: Yes, On Thursday at Lee Ldng's Shopd
P,N. SINGH: Did you speak with him?
WITNESS Yes,
P,N, SINGH: What was the nature of tke conversation?
WITNESS: He said that members ofthe P.P.P. were in danger and that I
would ses what would harpen to me. T tried to continue on my way but he

/Mhald an



Cont!d: - 1

held on to my cycle and demanded that I pay attention to himg I later
saw P,C. Brown and ®lled him to my assistance. {ﬁ{e is s tationed at Macken-

zie Police Station¥iP.C. Brown asked me .what was the matter and I fola

him that Banga Mary was molesting me: Following my complaint he gave
Banga Mary a push amd informed him thét my political affiliations were
strickly my concern, He addeﬁ‘that if he was present when they are beating
me they would have to beat him as well,

P,N, SINGH: Save and &%cept for the buwrning did ydus‘e‘e anybody being
beaten?

YWIENESS: No.

P,, SINGH: When you heard this explosion, did you see any Policeman or
volunteer around?

WITNESS: No.

P.N, SINGH: You said that Hackett was not home because he was making.
a coffin for a little child that had died. Did you know how the child
died?

WITNESS: No,

P.N. SINGH: While you were going to your sister'!s home you said khat a
gr;up of wemen warned you of your going to Wismar, Who were they?
WITNESS: They were residents of Mackenzie and Wismar,

P,N, SINGH: Did you hear any mention of the Sealey's incident at Buxton?
WITNESS: No,

P,N. SINGH:When did you hear of it?

WITNESS: I heard of it a few days before the disturbances.

P,N, SINGH: Thank you.

DR.IDRAYTON: Mr, Woolford or the Thursday before the Monday 25th, did you
hear of any threats being made agaimst the Indians of the Wismar Area,
WITNESS: Yes,

DR, DRAYTON: What threats did you hear?

WITNESS: Well, they said that they would start beating the Indians., Banga
Mary made such a statement personally to me.

IR, DRAYTON: Apart from Banga Mary, was there any other stranger that visited
the area and gave advice of coming events?

WITNESS . No.

DR, DRAYTON: So you did not know of the visit of Robert Jordon?

/Witness. Yes .e.ee
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WITNESS: Yes, I Aid know of the visit of Jordon, but I 4id not consider

Robert Jordon as a stranger to Wismar sirce he has a house there.

DR. DRAYTCN: Did you hear of statementimale by bim the previous weegk?

WITNESS: -Not perscnally, I heard rumours.
DR, DPAYTON: So you heard rumours, did you hear that the P,Y,0, rad
poisored the water and thda this information had lei to tension in the ar=za?
WITNESS: Yes,
DR, DRAYICH: Did you make 2 report to the General Secretary of ycur party,
telling her of th2 rumours and of the tension% in the area?
T--'-TII’A[‘I\T’-ESS: No,
DI, DRAYTON: Did you not think that you.should have reporte”? th&matter?
WITN®ESS: No, I 4id rot think so,
DR.'DRAYTON: Are you not Chairman of the Party's group in that area?
WITNRSS: Yes.
Dit, DRAYTCY: Yet you did not think it was necessary to report.
No, I only report matters in relation to party matters,
JR..DRAVTON: Now tre whole of Mornday anl-Tiesday vou were at Mackenzie,
djq yvou hear of or see any of the vietims that had been taken scross the
river? |
WITNESS: No.
DR, DRAYTON: Did you visit/ the schools where the rsfugees were s tationed?
WITN®3S: No,
DR. DRAYTON: You'at no time had anything to do with what would have
~been-part of your corstituency if you had won the seat ir 1961,
WITNESS ¢ T tkink of gcing if I had the Police protection,
DR, DRAYTON:  When vou hesard that big things were going to happen you
didn't do anything asbout it. You didn't say anything to anyone?
WITNESS: No Sir, that is a matter for the police,
DR. DRAYTCN: What is vour address? Where do you live?
WITNTSS: Wismar Lot 1L, Yaw'!s Yard,

MR, MCDONALD: Now I worder - vou were a °.P.P, candidate in 1$61., Mr.

Jordon was a P,N,C., candidate, Was there any other candidates in that
constituency?

WITNESS: Yes a U,F., man name?Thomas haron.

MR, MCDONAID: Were they just three of you?

Witness: Thre€sess
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CHAIRMAN: Where was your wife at that time?

JITNES3: My wife left the hous2 and went awsy to the Trade School. Then
we were taken to Georgetown the Tuesday morning and about one o'clock to
Plantation Industry. I stay there until the last day of June. Then on
.Monday.I went to_the office, I. see Mr..and Mrs. Fraser. He .said I could
go back and work. I went back to start to work cn that day.

CHATRMAN: * Yes?

JIPEESS. Well I.work Tuesday-, Wednesday, Thursday, and Frhiay;
éﬁAIRMAN:‘Where dis you stay?

WITNESS: Well I stay the 3 days-.at the Guesi House.

CHATRMAN: Did you visit your home?

WITNESS: I went ‘b.:,o_k # my home.

CHATRMAN; What did you see?

WITNESS: Nothing in the housec.

CHATRMAN: What happened after?

WITNE3S: Well I started to workfrom Mondasy. to Thursdey.

WITNESS : I noticed when I went to the front step to escape 1 saw e crowd
of negro boyse

CHAIRMAN: Yes.,

L el WITNESS: So I told my son what are we going to do now.

CHATRMAN: 'There.was no escape at the front door neither at the back.
CEATRMAN What happened?

WITEESé: The last I-could have remembered that I was beaten, and I believe I w-
UNCONSCious.

CHATRMAN: .You.believe?

WITNESS : Yes-Sir, E was.unconscious.

CHATRMAN ¢ What imjuries you suffered?

WITNESS: A cut on my face, and a chop on my belly, and then I became unconsc:. °

CHATRMAN: What happened?

JITNZSS: T “think z spend 11 da&s at the Mc.Kenzie hospital and then was transfe:
to the Mercy Hospitale.

CHAIRMAN: How long did you spend in Hospital?
/ WITNESS:. ..





