
FR. 

1-!hich I obtained. 

¥rhj ch. h 1 as or y one 

I w:ould nlso l'ike 

pass are way, with 

everybody 'J.ses_ the said frorit entr.-J1;ce to pg.ss in a1;d out.
•.• 

�-
CHAIR''l;!i}, ?1,_ease.r-':•. 8herherd, Y would thi-nk-you rather not say any-

� ' � �J '+L. ·tlliinf -e-Pthe present p:·ernises
,, 

tt--so you s-hould ha. ve r:eptj_ oned about " 

t.� sir:ce Nor:day, and ti is question ,,JOuld h;:,ve been [.iven full consider-

• ation: but, as it s tar.tjs now, plec1se do not mention a!"y thin[: about the' 
j,4,-,.,- ' 

locali �Y, because tr•is quest�onq 1,,-as already setped. 

t 
w\K �ta,.,�)�, 7 � �-ru 

\.i MR.Sm.;PHSRD,: th, Si-n[-ih, ;J;.......:think th·at the T_own Ho.11 �hich_ is closed and 1)--(L-I?.._ 
i '?1 • \.-....i.-�- ��. t � t--v a--v� �ft; ( .,___Q.. v--- '·fiV'--t c!..cJ ,.,,___ t,,.,-.. ·t--� < . 

-� �� -l.u....,.,m�ore �--w-oul4-..b0---be-t1jeP---io-F--t1-he--inq�s... � 

·cH.t,IRMAf1: This building has been r.·iven to us by His Ex:c0,llency The

This is a release :from the Frerqier 1 s 

__!£J.s publicatioi: e.p.d we will �ke the recessar�r 

� �, tL.· 1 Cit� 1-....J A,-�,..___✓ • 1.-'!R. SHBPH:�!·JV: AS you wi�k _Sir. 

CHAIRl·"Al\T: !fr. Shepherd we are rot in-� possession of the staten-,ent rnade 
\_ 

by Maj or Lanrham and I understand that he is the witness +,hat is supposed 

to be here tod?X•' 
ta..h.,.._. 

MR •. qlI;'�PHc;:RD: We-a-r,e not 
h... 

in� �ossessior of the s tater;ent, but they � I

g� __ c.,__\.ov,, 
h . t ave ins rue ted 

�__Lu.....µ· 
rre only an hour aro and I have been informerl. thn t, it 

-e. ,_____a, 
was--in the ro s t 

,� 
and it should have been delivered pel;Sonrttl-y, this rwrninr.

I am sorry it has been delayed. 
�-

CHAIR!'1.l\.�T: I:t has been advertised in the r-ewsparersn �statement:s�e.

to be subi11i tted, and up to. now we cam ot get,i,hi,$�tatern.ent. ThE! Rrmy 

has complied; we know that it has been n:ade available, and yet they 

will keep it., We have no sto.te1T1ent even from the police, and volunteer 
€ �c:;::;-· 

force. 1.-fe would like to once llfain s..;;µ,1 that our procedure is very clear,, 

and that all stateMents should be subl"i :tted to the counsel, anrl. the 
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counsel, would then call the witness, after wbich the witness would be 

examined by interested parties, and be re-examined by.,the commission, 

MR. SHEPHSRD: I haven 1 t even a co[ly, whj_ch I could provide now. I am 

sorry this }-,�J_anrened. It rrj_p.ht be appropriate for the cour.sel t o  take 
Cov-�J· o/}--"--

the C&Puflissiorier first, and the officers second. 

CHP..IRNAN: That i s  for t he British army? 

MR� SHEPµi..:RD: I am sreakinf of the volunteer force. 
..Q_·,,___ . 

CHAIR.HAN: We are tryin£? to facilitate Major La ngham by having _i_t· heard 

firs
µe;:,.::i}� he i:iJ.-oP-,ir.f all the way fro!"l h�cker.zie, and we would

have .g.GP.-e-a little, -o-f-cOl.l!'fre, to have him here, but we have not rot his 

statement here up to clay. 

MR. SHEPH:mD: As counsel Sir, I bt'l. ve 11ot i-l'lter-.f.'.e1>ed Hi.th these sta teMents. 
�.,>---

This bas been ep.tirely in the hand of others, al"d I have not a co.,y which " 

I can sh ow you at tl.,j_s !1"orient. I could only sufrest that I would pass on 
ec� .it-,� 

a message, to th.e_r,roper quarters and tJTajor Langham 1 s evidence would -:f-al-1 
� � 
into course to facilitate his return to Demba, where his services -M-Ve � 

always been required fully. I 1 11 see that a t11essage j s set to the 
e u·,,,,_,,_..,__,_,__J_.,_;i &fr'<-•✓ • 

CQ.mm-i-&s"O:mr and the s tement will be here within an hour. 

CFJIIRMA:t-:: We·• need our first w:i tnes or today, and that is Mr. Too1sie 
C,�. 9-1-� it-:. /J/{-v--::,_ 

Persaro.d. Mr. Toolsie Persaud .is-.Sworn..:¼E::::-RY.c-,the-_Cha±:r.ma-:n. 

CHA IR!J!/11.'J: .Where do ydu live? 

rITT�1 ?.SS: 15 L::maha r.tnd New Garden Streets. 

'OHtfm�AN: And your OGCUpation? 

\1lITN�S: Co111pany Director of Messrs. Toolsie Persaud Ltd. 

CBJlIRMJLl'T: !'fow, your ousiness includes dealin[ with Lumber? 

1'1ITNESS: Yes Sir• 

CH/1.rnr--�A}T: You have � grant at Christianburr? 

\IITNi'SS: I have a ti111'Jer depot at Christianburg 

CBA!Tu''-1MJ: You usually· visit t"he depot at Christianburf? 

�TN7.SS: Yes Sir. 

CHAIRMAN: When you visit +,r.e depot, where do you s tay? 

WITNRSS: We have a road exteP.d� to Rock-Stone, and I woulc:1. normalJ.y 

stay at Rock Stone; that is our central point where th e lotTS woul,i ;70 

though fro111 tPE Forest to Christianbur�. 

CBAIW..AF: That will be at the Essequibo river? 
- • � • .. • •• • • • • • • • • • ..r • '. .., .• • 
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WI:TFBSS: Yes, 2l miles west of C.hris ti.<>nbure-., 

CHAIRMAN: • I want you to cast your mind back to the 23rd May or round about 

21st to 22nd.. Can you remember if you r,aic. a visit around that ti"'!e to 

Christianburg? 1'111at dat e was j_t? 

WITF�S: It was a Saturday; 23rd May. 
). 

CHAIFJ\LI\I1i: Y.ou went t.o your tiNeer- der,-0t? At 1Jbat time d:i.d :vou rsach there? 

r,.rrn1�SS: I wees t'rore most of tre afternoon, from midday until eveninf. 

�-il.RMU: You returned or where ,.rere you? 

'tJITN!SS: I was there; mostly to supervise the discharfe of a very 

expensive machine. 

CHJuRHAN: 1'Tow after you finished supervising it -:lid yot· go to fue Wisrn-cff are.:1 .• 

l<TJ:TNESS: Yes. It was about 9 o'clock after coMpletior wberi my surerintendent 

and 5 other workmen wanted sorn.e meals and a place � overnight i n  order 
l-,.J for so""'e of them to join the ferry rext morning -f-oT Georr·atown. I went to 

make arrangen�rit for them. 

CHJ1IBMkF : Where dj/f you go? 

wrn;i:;:..ss: I do riot know theplace, but I was told that it was owned by n 

CHAIRE/iN: You went to a hotel? 

TTIT1'TESS: Yes, I was iP.forrned that thi.s renaeran cc3rr�es on 3n hotel, 

and a resfuant. 

CHf,IRHAN: 'When did" you ret trere? 

-I,T.ITtTESS� We got there around 9 o'clock. One of our 1••en a.rid an Indian char

got burnt with acid on t:1e ro2.d, 

CHAif?.TtAN: And he w erit irili th you 
I

just in front of tri s res turant.

al 1 to Mr. Lan •

TfflNESS: Yes, while he Wf1S outside be i::-ot hurnt.
·- .....__ 

CHllRMAN: After you went inside W1 at happened?

WITNESS: We saw a lot of people it'! tre re. Thej,(were about 5 or 6 chars

inside. 

CH.AIR1'.:Al'I: Were they hostile? 

WITNESS: The chap who •"ot burnt, we arranged for his transnortation to t he 

hospital, and immediately after that sone 15 or 20 chnps c::ir1e in the res­

turant usinf threatening languai:es to rJyself and th:: other worr:"'er.. 

What happened? 
s.Q_

v--"
v 

r.,m!JSSS: The crowd started to incre::ise, and ina4iert while. thev str1rtP.rl 
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to stone the place. 

CRAIB.MAN: What was their temperament? 

w:rTN�S: Theyw ere hostile.. While I was in tr ere s o!lle of the chaps 

took out knives and toy guns and s tar_tcd to attack. I d4:drr' know what 
-�'I')?.-

--
) 

happed to my rrien, but I escaped tbrow:h the back and founds helter sorne-

where else. 

CHAIW·:MT: Where? 

WTINSSS: Christianburg. 

CHAIRr.fJ\}!: ·Did you s µffer any injuries? 

WIT NBSS : No• 

Cf{fiifil�AN: Whe.t was tJ--,e atmosphere like w0en you went up? 

WIT!(�S: I noticed no tension but my foreman had told me there was ['Oing 

to be trouble. 

CH.ftI'(!'iTAI11: Did you tell any one: 

WITFSSS.: I dialm 1 t tell any one what had liP.ppeoed. My fore!'1an harl said 

things would be ha[)peni ng. 

CH.AIRHM.T: When he said thj np.s would be happeninf did you feel it was any 

particular group of people? 

r,JITNSSS: Yes but myself and my men thoU[ht it 1-v ultln 1 t be safe to stay 

there. 

CHAIID:.M1
: Did you feel it was becoming dar.rerous for Irdi c1rs? 

t.,JITJ\11•JSS: Yes. 

CHAifil"JJ,1: Did you mako any complafrits? 

-r�rrTitrfss�: No.

CHADl.t-�AN: Wny? You had to come back through the alley WAY ari bui li:U ngs

were bur ning, and yet you r"ade no compl,!int to the Police?

WITN;:;_;SS: I got down in the morning about midd&y, but di.scovereri the

si tuc1 tion to 'i:e norTT)al.

CHAIRr"'.ArJ: Did you think it hest cis manr>ger of n very bi;] fi.rm, ,not to

complain to the police qt al l ?

WITFBSS: No •

CHAif?H/.,l'J: Did you suffer any losses on your property durinf that period?

WI'.filJBSS: At Christianburf. It was ar0l1nd 2Sth July, on r1 Saturdny
�-, 

e,i.rning. One !�r . Bar ton told c�e t et our iT'.stc1llation tank h2d lost

2 ,OOO gnllonso/puty free ?asoline and my watch-house wns burnt. 
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CHAIB1 '.JU;: 

WITN�.SS: About $1,000: 

WITNESS, Yes. 

P .N. SINGH: Of what extr.:1ction is re? 

WITNESS: African. 

P,l'�. SINGH: vJhen you a:crive at Wismar did you r.ot.ice anytring, 

11TITJ\TESS: Nothing at all-. 

P.N,. SI!':1GH: T,Jas there any teP..sion in the area? Dirl you at any time 

feel any tension? 

P. N. SIJl!OH: You �ay vou left on Sunrlqy. 

WIT WESS: Yes, Surv:iay morri ng. 

P. N. STPGH: How iid �rou pet rlown? 

P.N. SIN"H: What time did �rou le:1.ve i\fis 2r? 

WITt-'SSS: Seve·n O I clock, 

P.N. snrGH: At the tim3 wren you kft T,,!isrn-2r rlid vou notice 1rvthtn&·? 

f-:1� ces burning f 

\lITE'!'.SS: Yes . 

-P.F. SIPGH: About how irhmy? 

- WITNSSS: On Frid�y tbete was <! fire.

P.N . .SINGH: "-Jhere?

1:lJTN-I:SS: I couldn't tell ex<'lctly where; that was Frid,,y 22rd.

P.F. SWGH: Did vou notice any otrier fire? 

1,JITN:SSS: No •. 

P. N. SINGH: Did you rinko any irQ;u:i.ry thon? 

WITW.SS: No •. 

P.N. SH1GH: Did your.tnfor·nrttion reveal the source of the f:iro? 

WIT�1:.:.SS: !•Jell it was cle.::1r, I W,3S told th:�t people's r.:lacos were 

being burnt. 

P. ti .. STI1GH: You wer::: toli t]-1at people 1s places were lx::inc burnt

wr.ile you were at tre r Gstur2nt. You al13o said that Ve re were five
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other workers besides tre supeririten,lcrit. How -m�;T wore Ir-ii.ans? 

¼11TI\T!:SS: How many wore Jridim,s? Thorr, wore tl1ree fodiaP8. 

P. N. SDTGH: v,Jho were thrr.r? 

P. N. SINGH: You SPid th'.'. t they took out kni vos, ,,r 1t kirid o!: k:ili ves 

WITN�SS: I can't say but, ti'ey �-ere 8 to 10 ir ches lor.f ¥ 

Besides yourself, what other people were there? '•!ere 

there any other Indiar:s? 

P. N. SL GH: You said tba t tl::ese rr:en appenred as if they WEJre going 

·-rrrw�.S3: Yes .

}1�, but I tM.nk I could rem,·,,.,frur t,r,,., le:vler. 

P. N.: sn-GH: Do you think you would be �ble to recogrr5 so hj_•·•J?

t-r.ITNSSS : Y3s, bccaus6 he <lid a f?Teat de::11 of talkinr. 

P. rJ. sr GH: i·!'ba t was h& talking a bout?
-----

'.J.'I':F:SS: H" said tl,at Le wouB .finish every J:vJ.ian he s,,.w. l'erhaps 

he hc>/1 been -:i_rinkiq,. 

by this mc:n? 

t·JI':'N'.:BS:3: I cannot SAY exactly. ! nr,uredthat he had bEJcn reforrinc 

to thG ,�isturhances ir.. +,he country. 

P.N. SiiiCH: You said t.hnt you were in no way assaultE-d. 

\IITN:;;3S: No! I was not; but orn of rny el"lployces ,rns blirnt. 

P,P. SIJ.'Gq: ::t tl-�t time while aiJ th) resturant, 1id you have a word 

with �r. Butters. \_ 

T,J'.ITEF,SS: Po. 

P. N. SINGH: �mat w.,s his ewployr'or.t? 

r,ri:TN':8$: He wc1s or:e of my Mec 10ar.ical Supe:t'ir.terder.ts. 

P. J • SIT GH: Now was i-1r. Butters assaulted?

r,JITF.;2S: I cannot d•1, 
l 

P. N. SINGH: Did he hoi :report to you? 
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P .N. SJNGH: Did he sey- why? 

WITNZSS: No he gave no reason, 

P.H. SINGH: Did you ever hear him sa'Sf- that it w2.s in' the j_nterest of 

your protec tion tr:at ho was assDul teo. 

T,JITNESS: No I h;:1vc nc v(:)l' l..:.ia�d him R�i.d 

DR. D111i.YTON: Wben did ;srou leave Geor,�etown for ChristianbPrg? 

w�TNSSS: I left on Friday morning by plane. 

DR. DRAYTON: You s1[:lGnt all day at Chris tiarbur['? 

WITN:<,;SS: Yes. 

DR. DRAI'I'ON: Did you he,:ir of tre .-:1Jsturbances in the an,a or. Friday night! 

TdITNESS: No • 

ro. Dll..f\YTON: What is the name of tl,e labouror burnt with acid? 

WITNESS: Doodat Narine. 

nn. DRI\YTON: You ment:i.oned that while in tfle restur,rnt you saw rnen 

with knives, ,:md in reply to Nr. Singh. 1 s q mstion, you said they were 

eight to ten inches in length; Did they have gun s1 

WITNESS: Yes, but I think they were toy p.uns. 

DH. D:-'..!'.YTOF: W'hy? 

1•7ITNr.::SS: If the" were real puns I think thGy mj_fJlt havo made uso of 

them. 

DR. DlrR.AY'l'ON: Not necessarily. Do you form theimpression that they were 
-=- --':;;_.� 

six-sh�ters? 

WITN;<;SS: I can't say. 

nn. DRAYTON: Do you know a revolver? 

WITNESS: Yes, I have seen one. 

Dfl. DnAYTON: Do you own a gun? 

iJITN�SS: No • 
) 

DR. DRAYTON: Do you think you col1ld tell the difference between a toy 

gun and a reaJ pistol f 

1{.[TNESS: Nol There i& very little differer.ce. 

DR.. NPAYTON: So you :r·eally can not SAY if the'! were toy runs. 

vJ'ITNESS: . I had theimprossion tra t if they wero r onJ. runs they rnii,ht 

have used them. 
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DR. DRAYTON: Thero is one question tbat j_nterv::its 1:ic. Jou aay tl:-at 

when you rop.cra4 Georgetown you tolr:i no one of what you had seen at 

Wismar. On reflection on the date and time would you Sfi\Y trat you acted 

responsibly as a riember of tro coP1mun:1ty? Would you s?.y tr.at tr is was 

responsible action? You mi['ht have saved tl,e co,rrmnity. 

WITNESS: I will say tMs, trr.t on Sunday Mr. Carl Austin telephoned my 

home to say that I was m:Lssihg. I had a long chat -wi.. th him and I told 

him what had taken place in the area. 

DR. DR!:YTON: What time on Bund,1y was this? 

WITNESS: It was about 2 .00 p.m; I tol d hi.m what took place there and 

that I travelled by launchto Georgetown. I had in fact, told him what 

took place and MY brief experience tmre, and that was all. I did not 

report it officially to the police statior. 

DR. DRAYTON: You told Carl Austin about the situation ur. there an:! your 

experience? Did you toll an,ybody else? Did you rliacuss :it with ::-..n;,rboriy 

else? 

WIT�SS: No. 

DR. DTI./'1YTOJ\': T}';is last r,otnt. This rh=ty free g-nsolinc whc, t w�is j t Uf.lcd 

for? 

WITNESS: For the trucks in the forest. It js clso used. for Gf\'1�-boatl'l .. 

nn. DTU,YTON: How far was it stored? 

WITN:SSS: It is immediately alone the river bm,k at Ghriatianburg. 

DR. DRAYTON: Thar1_k you 

HR. SH�PHWD: Now th.is q ucstion arises 

Clli',Til?J\.N: Mr. Shepherd if you would just 2.llow the members to finish. 

MR. SHEPHEITD: I am ver,, sorry. 

MRS. r-maroo: You said you didn't recognise anr of the people who attacked 

you at tho r es&r:mt. 

a nfbody? 

WITN�SS: No. 

Dirl nny other l'llernbers of the party recognise 

Di.l. Dl1AYTON: How lon§: did your fore!"an work in this area? 

WITNESS: About, 20 years. But he himself did not rE:cognisu anybody. 

There was ore person "1-h oin I c;in rocof:nise if I see him. I wns tole. 

afterwards that 1'is name was Banpa llJ.ary. 

/. . . Dr • Dr ,wto n 
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Drt. E:l,W TON : 

T:JITNE%: Yes i 
tfil.S .. M00r00.___ ,, -

w � 
By one of 9001 1=r,;,:.ty? 

q � c...,,� d.
� would say he W-c!S the leA.ier 'in tho shop, 

- .,. .1. 
.- );l-, :-" ::no ,-ou think he wa.s the leader? 

0,,--vl 
T4I'f• N'5� 18 : He did a:.:.1 thG t.alkL1g. Wd-1 T 

� 
consider" cJ.. L

a.. .Jk._o.-c9.-'v 

---·--· 

Cf 
. 

HHS. H00T00: H0w was he armed? 
-- - --·---� 

�- _,_,. 

w:r:.:N3;SS: I d_i.dn i t, seo in all that confusion. I didn I t take a1 y notice. 

HRS. M0m'00; I):i_c, ;y: u recognise the r-erson who threw acid on your workman. 

Tt.G:TNEJ3: ·No. 
·+-. I , i Ki1S. rr..oo'.l'00: The incirJor t of the acid was repor,:,e-:, to tlie poJice, ..Jlilll... 

""'"" IJ.--> � -

h 

rlor:l lrnoH ·,. ·,'.") the fvlice oificer is?-
r� O'iff'-'c...,..__;l 

r,rr�1ss�1it r�mb��js � at � 1 --f_(u 

HR.S. H00T00: Thad<: you VEry iriuch e 

MR. S!-f'!<::PHB�rn: Ji(� GarJ. ;�ustin ring you up? 

WITNJT,SS: He rang my rorrie and I spoke to him. 

MR. SHEPH191D: Did '·9 seem concerned abn>ut yo11r safety? 

•IITN�GS: H0 nmg and told ,r,e he eot a re 1 ··ort from Wismar that I was in the

place where this trcuble startect, 1.md that I w,,s r0ported missing, arrl I spoke 

to him of the inciden-�. I told him I T•r.:..�ere and told him of the incident 
ltt ...... � <Ny?' � 

and he: seemed i:ele,wed. J¾o was trying. to t ct my brother .J-v ,._:t � ij_,.Ji 
? v-J<---=. 1,vv..s�1- � SHEPH�D: He Wcl.S L\,C\.nxious to inform your family.. He had heard of what 

took place on �"e.turd<?.y ni.fht., The PoJice did r�ake a report to -b:ii.m? 

WITNBS.S: We1.l I don 1 t know if,., report w1s r.nde . 
• -

gi1. SHEPHj;.ill): You never r,3ported +.,he indicant officiDlly?

WTINF.SS: No.

MR. s1-r;:.;P..:rs-·'D: No further q •1esti0r s, th;:i.nk you.

Pers·��---� � frc4.J__,, 

Mil�.�Ha;;PHEr1D: I thirik sir, shortly .qfter I spoke to you about t� st-:1toments 
q fi.o.1·�,.J.--� \fe>-0__._,.__�. � � �·� L e.L � I JJi...w.a� delivered by the--ve±untoors-0 L.. � M· c... ·� .. � . j_-,l ,L 1 

t; -------- ..,. - 1.,,.-T'-� -1.· i,-...-! /Yl-1..Vr
I have received it o 

--=======---
The next witness George Woolford w:rn sworn. 

CHiUH.MAN: What is your name? 

G. T,,.O0LFDffil: My name is George Woolford.

CF..AITIHAN: Where do yon live? 

WITNESS: I live at lot 37 Buxton Vil1,[e, East Coast Demerar:1. 

h.,._.Q__' 

1Alh'l + T.Tl"\'Vllr 
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do you do?

�-.I TNESS: I am workint,; ,.,,1th the People I s Pro[ressi ve Party.

CHllIRMAN: You work with trne. People 1 s. P.ro["ressi ve Party?

WITN�S: Yes Sit-, I do.

CHAIRMAN: Pr eviously you liveJ �t Wismar?

WITmSS: .At Wisr,ar.

CH.AIR!':Ar: Say yes Sir or No. Sir. What work were you 1oing there?

1•.[TNSSS: I was Kiln OperJ.to r at Der1ba.

CHAI.Fl.MAP: For "bow long?

WITN�SS: For 23 yenrs.

CHAIH�rnN: Why did you lecve 1.f.i.sma.r?

WITNESS: Because my livine- quarters were burnt down.

CH!IIffi{/'\.N: Oh, your living qunrters were burnt ,jown. Was it 01:c the

27th May, 196l..t..

WITNESS: Yes.

CH.AIRMANi You are a member of the People I s Profressi ve Party?

lfflN..:ss: Yes.

WITN�SS: You contested a seat at the urrer Dernerarn ili ver?

WITNESS: Yes Sir •

CHAIRM.AH: What do ;\'OU know ha:_)penod before the 27th May, this year,

WITN?.SS: Ye�, before the 2;'.th Hay, 2 weeks before, there were rumours

of the P. Y .o. comir,g up to rlismar to poison the w:iter.

MR. SH SPHF,RD: vlha t WE:.S thc1. t?

CHAIR�AN: To poison the water.

WITNESS: Several persons met �e on tbe roa� and tol0 mo tl12t they were

rumours tr:a t the F. Y.O. wer e going to poison the water.

CHArn . .MAN: .t<Jhat you tolrt them?

WITNESS: I said I did not have any know1erlfe of J&dftcJ• saicl .•

MR.,..-8H�PHBRD :_ (Oh � rn,)

CHAIRMAN: t,lha t then,. 
---=;w- � . � WITN�SS: I took a bucket anii vrent to drrrw SOP!G water, ¥ my neirhbours

told me not to draw the water, because j_t has be,)n rc.sonerJ.

CHll.IRMAN : 1tlhat you did?

WITN�S: I dr@y the wci.ter and later went to tbe Police Stati on and told

( 
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Mr. Ba tte:rSfie ld wh:at ha!)rcno-:l, but he told me that was not true.

CHAIRtvT Afl.T: Yea?

vfflWwSS: On Saturday me.ht '

CHAIRt..'.'.AN: This was on Saturday night?

WITN�S: Yes i On Surday morniq� about 5 o'clock I 'beard a loud

explosion.

CHJ\IRM.AN: Can you remember wl1ere?

1,m:N..:SS: Yes. Itw.::1s at Third Alloy.

CH£uri'111JtN: When?

WIT1\l'�SS: T his was 01: tro 2hth H11y, 1964.

WITN�SS: Whon I henr-J the ex:,losion, I went to a neifhbour ani we wont
. 

outsi,je to watch the place wh(ff\:J we heard the explosion. One Hackett
"­

l ived in the rouse. 

CFJ',Jn·',·AJ\1: Wha t happ6ned?

T,vJ:TJlr:.;.ss: Hr. Hackett was not at borne; he was at a hous.::, 1-1hcre a

child was de::ld, helpinf to make the coffj_n.

CHAiillliJ\N: Was he your .friend,

WITNSSS: Yes he was. Je came later to me and asked me to give him

rreals for the :1;:iy and =: eave him meals and +,he r,j_ght W1yself anci Hackett

went to keep watch at Senator Ramjattan 1 s house. We started to watch

f'l,orrr-=-"a'bout 6.30 p.m. until next morning.

CHAIRMAN: What tiMe in the morning?

WITNSSS: Until 5 .30 ir: the morninf. About 7 that Suniay night, while

we were watching, there was a bir. fire up D I Jrnjou hill. The house w-:is

the house owned by a man who works at the all uminum plant, named

Ragnauth. Immediately afwr t�, we saw another fire up t he hill,

it was a fellow who claimed thc1t he was in a latrine, when some bo3!s

went and. saturawdthe latrine with gasoline ani caueht it afire. About

9 o'clock t}'la t same Sunday ni[ht there w-,s a loud explos icirn down south

Wisr'!llr. Some boys in the theatre, after hearj ng the explosion ran out

and then c1 bout 4 o'clock that Sunday morninf there was another loud 
�C'-'-� 

explosion some where around Oflolffici.ndllo�J Hill. It was a shor owned by

a £irl named Doris. That was the last of tre :i.ncident�� �ti ich I know
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CHAIRMM-!: What time did you leave? 

T,JITN�S: I left about 6 o I clock for work. I worked until 3 o'clock• 

i""hen I cmne out from the comround I r'f\Gt 6 men and 2 wornen at the f.ate, 

They told me, "Woolford we came to tell you that you must not go o'l7er 

to '\,Jlj_srnar because they were burning ani;i l obtin@:, and the fellows who 

are doing the burn ing are s-ra-�ngers, and they may not know you 11 • I said

I am go ing, ::;; one of the 2 women said "m an you are too s tronr headed". 

Eventually, I listened to them, ar.d took their advice. I went a1 d I 

stayed at Mackenzie at a sister of mine. The next morninf which was 

Tuesday I went to work. I pa ssed several crowds on the road, and they 

said to me, ·"Woolford you must stand c;J._ear, you are goin� to see ,ihat 

we are going to do with the Indians ", 

c-·1um,,J1,N: This is the Tuesday morning?

WTI'NSSS: Yes, I.came back Tuesday morrine at 3 o'clock from work, I

drew my pay packet from the Royal Bank. I then met another crowd tbere.

They said "For your own safety keep at Hackenzie, do not g'O to Tl\]i.smar".

1"11ile I was going to my sister I s resider.ce on tba t day I saw a crowd of

women by the Hackenz ie primary school, they said to me, "Woolford try

and save yourself".

CHAIRHAN: You were warned to save yourself t As a res ult, what did vbu

do? Did you leave Hackenzie? You did not go to Georgeto1,m?

WITNSSS: Well not until the night.

CI-l'JIIRF.AN: Nothing 'happe:1ed before you left by the boat for Georuetown?

- WTINBSS: No one threatened me, and no� one beat me.

CH.AIRMAN: Then t he night you left by the R.H. Carr for Georgetown? 1 

wr Tl\88S: Before I left
<1"

Wednesday I took up one of the c.Gffi�o � 

telephone�nd dialed 55$, that was about� o'clock. 

GHAifilLI\.N: What is tha t number for? 
�? 

VITNli:SS: Tha�s when you want to call tbe police for the area. 

CHAIDEAM: When djd you le:we fo r Georgetown? The Tuesday or the W'ectnesriay? 

WTI Nli'...,S S : Wednesday. ,I phoned the police "'\nd fortt1na tely, J w;:i.s able to 

speak to Mr. Hobbs. I said I needed some protection to �·o to Wismar to 

get some of my belonfinfs, from my house, He said to me tr.at tr.ere is 

no poli cen1an now, and I caibJ.call back l.1ter. That was about themorring 

I made another call a bou,; 11. 15 that same day. Ne said that there is no 

police. I left and went to Dem ba office to draw my l eave and.,pey roop_ey� 
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Cont 1 d: - 13 ..

Mr. Hobbs then came·•over to me nnr.l said 11:t was just coming to look f'or

you to tell vou that ·,,rn can offer you no protection". When I went h>

drG.W my le:J.ve ard pay '11o ney, I saw the manafer of Demba, and 
��c.,-0->- � �v-Ul-

-�....._....,._._, 

my position. He told ry.e "not to talrn i:qy t,j_me'' - g. 
,,,.._J<:::::..__.,,b<_.....,_�-;,r-

����­
'½ �-, � lfa,L 

I then carre away that night by the r...H. Carr nbout 6.30.

CHAIR.HAU: Yo u returned to Mackenzie any time? vv, ,k� 

WITJITESS: No.

CHAIPJVJAN: You did not to back since then? You �id not go b�ck ir- July.

WITJITESS: No Sir.

CHAIRN!,lJ: You were not atfacked ani beoton in July?

WITN-;;SS: Yes Sir, that was in 1963.

CH.ti.IRMA�: You heard explosions on Sun-J.ny; you s::i.w fires dur±nt the

Sunday morning. Did you make any efforts to contact the police?

T,JJ:TrESS: No.

CHAIRMAN: Why1

�.,fITN�SS: The fire was not on us o

CHAIT�AJN: In the meantime you were wai t±ng for it to come on you?

You could have been the r epresentative of the aren.

WITNESS: You see, Sir, if we had r,:one to contact the Police our

house rnifr..t halve been burnt '4own too.

MR. SHE-PHERD: Tbe P.Y.O. is the -Peorle 1s Youth Orf.1nis1tiotl?

WITITT:SS: It is an arm of the People 1 s Procressive Party.

WITJJ;!,SS: It is :;:, Youth arm.

SHBPIBP.D: Is it a big org:rnisRtion?

WITlJ�SS: rt_ has a few people well.

SHE?HsRD: There were rumours that the P. Y. O. ha rl come: to Vismar to

poison the water. Did yon believe tr.Rt rumour?

WIT NESS: No •

SITT.:PHE::/D: Did other people beJ.ieve the rumour?

WIII'NESS: Yes.

SBEPT-11<)1,D: What is the P. Y.O. chiefly mad6 up of?

'vITNSSS: A balance o.f East Indians and Africe,ns.

SH"SPHERD: They were many -p3ople who believed the rumour at Wismar.

lv.CTN�SS : Yes •

/Shepherd: But ..•....
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SHEPBJ;Jt.D: But I put t t to you tbq t rr.any Africans believe1 the :')mnm-, 

because the P. Y.O. ha�l taen reportorl causirf -'listurb:inccs. You F.l:grec? 

WITNi;::SS: You aee, Sir, there are people fo the e.reE! who ;ire super­

sensitive; when theyw <1nt to do sornethirr, they get the people mrked 

up. 

SHEPHERD: How long had the P. Y. 0, been a bofwy? 

WITNESS: I canf,t SiilY how long. 

SHE'HiTIRD: When were you beaten? 

WITNESS: � July 1963. 

SHEPHF.J?D: Are you a member of the P. P. P. 

WITNESS: Yes, I am. 

SHEPHERD: What work do you do? 

WITN�SS: C,1nvassing. 

SH!i_;Pf!"8itn: How long havt� you been employed� & p • f1. I°· 
WITNESS: Since I CaITJE: iown in May. 

SHEPHBRD: In Nay you were told not to return to Wismar. Did you remain 

on the right bank- of th6 river? DB you later fO across to th6 left si ie? 

WITN�SS: If I had rot the Poljce protecti on. 
� k:., \,,s\ � ""'--'-"" •

SHEPHEilD: Did you see str�rigen r:1rourid :t.>-� 4 ...,.,..... � 
w-v---L V\-.., K.C,v-..� �-- • Q. � .)... i._,i...... 

v.TITNESS1 There were a lot on the rocld. I 

SHB::PHF.:RD: You left for m rk e.t 6 a .rn. 

dressed?· . . �
-: .: .\. 

Deacribe them. How were t.hey 

l'tlJTNESS: Khaki Pr,nts and khaki shirt� , whi\te shirt a.nd black pants. 
f 

SHEPHERD: About how many �roups? 

WITNESS: T hrec or f our . 

SHEPHWD: About how old? 

WITNESS: About 20 - 25 

SHEPHERD: Were they marching like sol�liers? 

WITNESS: No. 

SHEPHEt1D: Did you repor� this to tr.e Police? 

rffiNESS: No. -' . 0---"-

lv--·(/\ � � -

CARTER: You-;we taltir:g time or:ff from trie Company? What ':l.o you rnean \. 
by 11taking time" 

WITNF'.SS: T � � q � � ..... 'u.. <l l, � � 
� � � __Q_u.,.-,- � W'-? .h ._. P .N. SIUGlh You s�-i c,n t'be 21st you were ;told, to "SW cl.ear 01: Wi� .. 

.. "'"', - 'f -·-
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Cort 1 d: ... 15 � 

Who used these words 11s tand clear arv:i you will see wh<it we will rJo wi th 

the Indi,2.r:s II Do you know tbeir names? 

WITNESS: Y�s, Daphne Gittens, Pearlie Coop0r, Je.:m :rnr1, t. be men Stnnley

Hope c.m::l Walcott. 

P.N. SUTGH: These pe ople; where do trey live? 

WITNESS: They Jive at Wisrnar. 

P. N. SINGH: Do you know a m2n �:;:�11B;.�n(:'a Mary"? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

P.N. SINGH: Did you see him there? 

WITNESS: Yes, he was up tbere. 

lP'.N. SINGnll: "Where and ,,,hen did you seeBanga Mary? 

lrlITNES3: On tbe Thurs·:iay night before tre �1isturbances. 

lP'.N. SINGB: That would bs tl0e 21s t May, J.96h. Where iid you see him? 

WITNESS: I saw hirn at lee lt'"i n[ 1 s shop. 

P. t-i. SINGF: Where?

WITNESS: Jtt •Lee L1nf 1 s Shop at 1-Ji sm:ir. 

F'.N. SINGH: You were about to s-1y ti -'lt he-: tol'i you somethng. ,ihat did 

he tell you? 

WITNESS: He told me nothinf then, but about 2 we':;ks before, he told me 

that bad thinf,s involving the People I s Pro[ressi ve Party w,.,\lld happen at 

Wismar. 

P. N. SING-I: Where were ;µou at that time? 

1..JITNESS: I was stan-iir•g in front of 7i1nF 1 s shop flt First Alley. 

P.N. SI:NGH: I suppase you went on to ask h:i1,• what were tl1 e he,.l thinrs 

that would have happenerl. n t Wis•,1ar. 

"WITNESS: No, ,I did not believe him .. �did not, bt..rliev-�rn. ,·�t 

that time thinfs were verv quiet •. The only cause of worry w,qs the Llck 

of water. 

P.N. SINGH: Did you see him subsequently?­

ltHTNESS: Yes, On Thursiay at Lee Tine I s ShopJ. 

P.N. SWGH: Did you speak with him? 

WITNESS: Yes. 

P.N. SINGH: What was the nature of the conversc1tion? 

r,lJ:TNESS: He said that members ofthe P .,T' .P. were in r:lanrer ar.1 that I 

w@uld see what would happen to me .. J tried to continue on my w2.y but he 

Che
dd

i J
ag

an
 R

es
ea

rch
 C

en
tre



Cont'd: - 16 -

held on to my cycle and demanded that I pay attention to hirn
1 

I later

saw P. C. Brown and relled him to my assist ance. (He is stationed at Macken­

zie Police StationY. P. C. Brown asked me .what was the matter and .. I 'toid 

him that Banga Mary was molest;i.� me•. �ollo�inf my complaint h e  gave 

Banf_1a Mary ·a push an:l inf'ormed him that my political affiliations were 

strickly my concern.. He addei that if he was pr:esent when they a�e beating 

me they would have to beat him ·as well. 

P.N. SINGH: Save and �cept for the bm-ning did you·see anybody being 

beaten? 

WIIDNFSS: No. 

P.N. SINGH: When you heard th:i.s explosion, did you see any Policeman or 

volunteer around? 

WITNESS: No. 

P.N. SINGH: You said th.:1.t Hackett was not home because he W?.S making. 

a coffin for a little chl ld that had died. Did you know how the child 

died? 

'WITN'SSS: No. 

P.N. SINGH: While you were going to your sister's home you said fuhat a 

group of wcmen warned you of your going to Wismar • Who were they? 

WITNESS: '.Fhey were resident s of Mackenzie and Wismar • 

P.ij. SINGH: Did you hear any mention of the Sealey 1 s incident at Buxton?

WITNESS : No •

P.N. SIIDH:When did you bear of it?
. ,��,,,.,__ 

-1mNESS: I heard of it a few days before the djsturbances. 

P.N. SINGH: Thank you. 

DR. DRAYI'ON: Mr. Woolford on 1;,he Thursday before the Monday 25th, did you 

hear of any threats being made agaililB� tbe Indians of the Wismar Area, 

WITNESS: Yes,, 

DR. DRAYTON: What threats did you bear? 

WITNESS: Well, they said that the y 'l-P nld start beating the Indians. Banga 

Mary made such a statement :i;:ersonally to me. 

m. fill.AY'IDN: .A.part from Banga Mary, was there any other stranger that visited

the area and gave adVice :>f coming events?

WITNBSS: No.

nn. DRiYToN: So you did not know of too visit of Robert Jordon?

/Witness. Yes ••••• 
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WITNESS: Yes, I did know of the visit of Jordon, but I -lid not consider 

Robert Jondon as a stranger to Wismar si1 ce h0 has a house there. 

DR. DRAYTON: Did you he'.tr of sfaterncntSn1arle by him the previous week? 

WITNESS: ·Not personally, I heard rumours.

Dil. Dl:.1',l'TON: So you )1eard rumours, •i:!.r:l you hear u,�t the P. Y.o. h,11 

poisoned the water and tr a this information had led to tension in the ar➔a? 

WITNll;SS: Yes. 

DR. DRA"Y.TO!·l: Did you make a re]POrt to the General Secret<iry of your party, 

telling her of trie rumours and of the tension� in the iJ.n::a? 

1·.TITtJ!:SS: No.

DH. DRAYTOF: Did you not think t hat you :should have r eport er1 thtjrrwtter? 

WITN�SS: No, I :lid mt think so. 

DR. DRAYTON: Are you not Chairman of the Party's group in that are-:1? 

,,TITNESS: Yes . 

DH. DRf1YTm': Yet y ou did not think itwas necessary to report. 

No, I only report matters in rel.ation to pnrty m,"'.tters. 

::m .. DRAYTON: Now the whole of Mor.--lay ani Tues<lay vou were nt Mackenzie, 

rlid you hear of or see .:!ny of the vi.ctima that ba,J been taken <:Cross the 

river? 

WITNESS: No. 

DR. DRJ',YTON: Did yot1 visit the schools where the refuf?ees were stationed? 

WITN'SSS: No. 

DR. DRAYTOt'i: You "at no time had a.nything to do with what would h.,we 

.. been·-part of your coi:stj_-.:,uenc y if you h!:l.rl. wor. the ·seat in 1961. 

WITN�SS: I t��cing if I h�d the Poli ce protection. 

DR. DRAYTON: When you Peard that bif things were f.Oing to hap pen you 

didn 1 t do anythinf About j t. You 1idn 1t say anythinf to anyone? 

•1,TITN1J;SS: No sr:i;-, that is a matter for the police.

DR. DRAYTON: What is your l). rlr:lress? rlhere do you live? 

WITNBSS: Wisrnar Lot lu, Yc:i.w 1 s Yard. 

l'iR. HCOONALD: Now I wonder - you were a ::-i.r.i.:r1. cc:l.ndidate in 1)"61. Hr. 

Jordon w2.s a P.N.c. candid;,,te. t,fas there any other canrlii�tes in that 

con stituency? 
�7t:,l.P 

WITNESS: Yes a U, F. man nnme1Thomas Aaron. 

MR. MCDONJiI.D: Were they just three of you? 

Witness: Three •••• 
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J.9. 

23.11.64 

C'IIAIRMi'Jf: Where was your wife at that tine? 

.lI'l'NZS3: My wife left the house and went away to the Trade School. Them 

we were taken to Georgetown the Tuesday mor!llri-& and about one o'clock to 

Plantation Industry. I stay there until-the last day of June • .Then on 

... Monday. .. l_ .went to_ the office" r. see "Mr. ,.and .Mrs.· Fraser. He .said. I could 

go·back.and·work. I went back to start to work on .that day. 

CHJJfil/tAN: • Yes? 

.�SS. ·welJ. _I.work· Tuesda.r·, Wednesday-, Thursday, and :B,riday. 

@AIRMAN:. Where did you stay1· 

WITNESS, We.11 I stay the 3 days..,._at -the Guest Rouse� 

CHAIRMAN: Did you visit your hooe? 

WITNESS: I went b,,.c)c tli> my home. 

CR!1Illi'l@; What did you see? 

WITNESS: Nothing in the h)use. 

CHAIRMAN: What happened after? 

WITNEJ�.: Well I started to workfrom Monda;y. to Thursday. 

WITNESS: I noticed when I went to the front step to escape 1 saw a crowd 

of negro boys. 

CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

___ WITNESS: So I told my son what are we going to do no,w. 

CRAIRMAN.: ·There.was no esc�pe at the front door neither at the back. 

CE Hill-i.Ali What happened? 

WITillESS: The- last I· could have remembered that. I was. beaten, and I believt; I ·.-,­
unconscious. 

CHAIRMAN: ,You -be.lievB'? 

WITNESS ; Yes-Sir..p I. w2s .unconscious. 

CHAIRMAN : What - b1juries you suffered? 

WITNESS: A cut on my face, and a chop oo my belly, and then I became unconsc ' 

CHAIRMAN: What happened? 

HTNESS: I think 1 spend 11 days at the Mc.Kenzie hospital and then was transfe'. -

to the.Mercy Hospital. 

CHAIRMJ.!: How long did you spend in Hospital? 
/ WITNESS: ... 
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